PL15 — Norwegian FM - Programme Agreement

Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2009-2014

PROGRAMME AGREEMENT
between
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and
The Ministry of Regional Development,
hereinafter referred to as the “National Focal Point”,
representing the Republic of Poland,
hereinafter referred to as the “Beneficiary State”

together hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”

for the financing of the Programme “Schengen Cooperation and Combating Cross-border and
Organised Crime, including Trafficking and Itinerant Criminal Groups”

hereinafter referred to as the “Programme”




Chapter 1
Scope, Legal Framework, and
Definitions

Article 1.1
Scope

This programme agreement between the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (hereinafter referred to
as the NMFA) and the National Focal Point lays
down the rights and obligations of the Parties
regarding the implementation of the Programme
and the financial contribution from the Norwegian
Financial Mechanism  2009-2014 to  the
Programme.

Article 1.2
Legal Framework

1. This programme agreement shall be read in
conjunction with the following documents which,
together with this programme agreement, constitute
the legal framework of the Norwegian Financial
Mechanism 2009-2014:

(a) the Agreement between the Kingdom of
Norway and the European Union on the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2009-2014
(hereinafter referred to as the Agreement);

(b) the Regulation on the implementation of the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2009-2014
(hereinafter referred to as the “Regulation”)
issued by Norway in accordance with Article
8(8) of the Agreement;

(c) the Memorandum of Understanding on the
Implementation of the Norwegian Financial
Mechanism 2009-2014 (hereinafter referred to
as the “MoU”), entered into between the
Kingdom of Norway and the Beneficiary
State; and

(d) any guidelines adopted by the NMFA in
accordance with the Regulation.

2. In case of an inconsistency between this
programme agreement and the Regulation, the
Regulation shall prevail.

3. The legal framework is binding for the Parties.
An act or omission by a Party to this programme
agreement that is incompatible with the legal
framework constitutes a breach of this programme
agreement by that Party.

Article 1.3
Definitions

Terms used and institutions and documents referred
to in this programme agreement shall be understood
in accordance with the Regulation, in particular
Article 1.5 thereof, and the legal framework
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referred to in Article 1.2 of this programme
agreement.

Article 1.4
Annexes and hierarchy of documents

1. The programme decision, including the financial
plan (Annex 1), and the operational rules (Annex II)
form an integral part of this programme agreement.
Any reference to this programme agreement
includes a reference to its annexes unless otherwise
stated or clear from the context.

2. The provisions of the annexes shall be
interpreted in a manner consistent with this
programme agreement. Should the meaning of any
provision of the said annexes, so interpreted,
remain inconsistent with  this programme
agreement, the provisions of the former shall
prevail, provided that these provisions are
compatible with the Regulation.

3. Commitments, statements and guarantees,
explicit as well as implicit, made in the programme
proposal are binding for the National Focal Point
and the Programme Operator unless otherwise
explicitly stipulated in the annexes to this
programme agreement.

Chapter 2
The Programme

Article 2.1
Co-operation

1. The Parties shall take all appropriate and
necessary measures to ensure fulfilment of the
obligations and objectives arising out of this
programme agreement.

2. The Parties agree to provide all information
necessary for the good functioning of this
programme agreement and to apply the highest
degree of transparency, accountability and cost
efficiency as well as the principles of good
governance, sustainable development, gender
equality and equal opportunities.

3. The Parties shall promptly inform each other of
any circumstances that interfere or threaten to
interfere with the successful implementation of the
Programme.

4. In executing this programme agreement the
Parties declare to counteract corrupt practices.
Further, they declare not to accept, either directly or
indirectly, any kind of offer, gift, payments or
benefits which would or could be construed as
illegal or corrupt practice. The Parties shall
immediately inform each other of any indication of
corruption or misuse of resources related to this
programme agreement.







